RIGHT HONORABLE 
THE 
LORDS and COMMONS 


ASSEMBLED 


In the High Court of ParLianent: 


4n humble Repreſentation of the preſsing grie- 
24Kces, and important deſires of the well- 
affeSted Freemen, and Covenant-engaged Citi» 
zers,of the Cityof London. 


ISS Ut of onr zeale to Gods glery , fo ex- 

> ceedingly prophaned ; our love to Gods 
N trath , 1o wotully corrupted; our com- 
& paſtonate affeftion to our Brethren op- 
© preſſed ; the grievous calamities that lye 
& upon ouc felves, and are till moreand 

= more growing upon us; together winh 
DDS) che {ad feares which doe daily poſſeſs and 
affli& our hearts, becauſe of Divine ven- 
france and diſpleaſure ſo AR impending over our heads. 


and 


(2) 

and even ready to ſeize upon Church and State, Wee hays 
been forced yet once againe in the diſcharge of our Conſciences, 
totake the humble boldnefſe to poure forth into your buſomes 
the ſorrows of our hearts, and to preſent unto your Honours 
the conceived cauſes of cur Miſeries ; truſting,that in your grave 
widomes you will both ſee into them, and in your Juſtice 
ive remedy againſt them: For who can fee Religiong Lawes, 
Feren (things of ſo great and precious concernment ) not 
onely allaulted, but even overwhelmed , and the Unity, Peace, 
and Proſperity of the Kingdomes violated, and almott deltroy- 
ed, andby a treacherous and cowardly filene= continize to hold 
his peace? Wee cannot, wee dare not, the oath of God with 2 
curſe lyes upon ws, if wee fha]l fo baſely.yeeld to a Spirit of in- 
differency and neutrality , in a Cauſe which doth tv much cot- 
cerne Gods glory, and the Kingdomes good, and ſhall not 
{eſpecially in ſuch a time as this) zcalouſly and conſtantly in 
our places and callings, according to our power , apply . our ſin- 
cereli endeavours, notwithſtanding all lets and oppolitions, te 

promote the ſame, 

I. ir cannot but bee acknowledged, moſt worthy Senators, 
that the Churches of God in times of Reformation, have ever 
thought it the fitteſt ſeaſon vf all others, in ſome extraordinary 
manner to oblige themſelves unto Atmighty God , as the Divine 
goodneſle hath put it into your hearts (according to the Jaudz 

le praCtife, upon all occaſions, of the moſt godly and religious 
Governours) to ſtrike a folemne Covenant with him, and by 
your Authority to enjoyne the ſame to the Kingdomes, for the 
reformation and defence of Religion, Lawes, Liberties, as an 

excellent meanes to acquire the favour of God, and theuniti 
and ſtrengthening of the three Kingdomes of England, Scotland 
and Trele:d, againſt the common enemies of the true reformed 
Religion, peace and proſperity of the Kingdomes, to the appe? 
rent manifeſtation of your molt Chriſtian zeale and piety to 
Ged and to his trath: \Wherefore we cannot here but make our 
{ad complaintunto your Honors,in the expreſſion ofour deepeſt 
ſenſe of that great diſhonour which is done unto the heavenly 
Majelty in the moſt horrible Lighting and treacherons infringe 
| | ment 
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ment ofthis moſt ſacred Oath,and that bola contempr which 15 
offered at this day totheanthority of this renowned Parlia- 
ment, in this theirſo religions undertaking and injunfion,on 
the one part by thoe that. atrogether refuſe ro enter into this ho- 
ly Covenant of God and the Kingdgmes,and on the other part 
by them winca declaime againſt it, and caſt diſgraceful aſperfi- 
ons upon it ; that wee can not Iookeat theſe perſons (whatſo- 
ever their pretences bee) as any other then either malignant 
Enemies to the Partiament,or the Peace and Union of the King- 
domes, and the reformation of Religion;nor can we promile to 
our ſelves any fecurity,fo long as they are ſuffered undiſcovered, 
or unpuniſhed,co live among us. Wee therefore make it our hun -- 
ble prayer unto your Honors, that you would bee plealed{as in - 
your pions wiſzdom2 you ſha!l chinke moſt fit)co find oat and 
appoint ſuch wayes or meanes, to diſcover and bring ſo greal 
miſdoers and offenders again{t (God and your Authority: to con- 
diene puniſhment, as may be moR agreeable to the merit of 
their ſo crying offences; and that. as you have long ſince enjoyn- 
ed by Ordinance of Parliament the taking of this ſacred Cos 
renant, (which notwithſtanding is not yet done in many pla- 
cs ofthis Engdome)ſo you would countenance and defend it 
inviolable from negle, infringement, (corne, and defamation, 


. nd by your Civill anion &ffeCtually impoſe it to bee ſworne 


byall without exceprion, under ſame certaine penalty, as belt 
ſhall feeme tinro your Honours, to bee daly inflifted by your 
xligious Joltice npun the wiltall contemners of the fame. And 
ere give us leave in all humility to offer what ſeems to us both 
jtand necefſary , That ſuch perſons as have not taken, and 
ltallnottake the ſolemneLeague and Covenant, or having ta= 
ken jt, are maniteſtly diſaffeQed to the ends:therein expreſſed, 
cpecially in point of Religion, may not beecountenanced, ime 
ployed in, or advanced to places of publike Truſt, as being a 
Elcreditto your Government, dangerous to the Kingdomes, 
ad a hinderance to the reformation of Religion. By ſo doing 
jouſhall preſerve this great Oath of our God fromcontemptand 
whtion,a fin, which wee humbly conceive is the chiefeſt ctſe 
molt of thoſe miſcries and calamities that Gods juſt hand hath 
ought upon us, B 2 "When. 
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11. Whenyou dd at firſtconclude upon that ſacred Coye. 
nant, ( wherein now you have ſolemnly engaged both your 
{elves and us) how glad werethe hearts of all the faithfull in 
the Land, and what rejoycing was thereat the Oath, as inthe 
dayesof Aſa? Wee hoped then that our Religion ( morepre. 
cious then our lives, which was that the truly godly had chiefly 
in their eye) had beene fo ſecured, that all the malice, 
power, and policy both of men and devills ſhould nerer 
have beene able to overturne the ſame; But with bleeding 

M hearts we ſpeak it,how is itzthat for all this, ſuch an inundation 
of Errors,Schiſms,Hereſtes is broken in upo? us, which if no 
ſpeedily prevented by your Wiſdomes, and oppoled by your 
impartlall Juſtice, wee feare will have its dreadfull effef 
co the totall ſubverſion of the power of godlinefſe, Wee 
are even ſirucke with ſuch aſtoniſhment that atter ſuch 4 
Covenant, there ſhould ſuch blaſphemies bee uttered- to God 
higheft dishonour, that ſuch hereticall opinions ſhould be 
broached, to the never ſo much vilitying of the truth ; that 
{ich Schiſmes ſhould bee afted and fomented, to the renting 
and dividing of theChurch; that the Government eſtabliſhed 
ſnould bee ſo nmch defamed, and oppoſed to the con 
tempt of the Parliament, in words, in bookes, in praftil 
by the SeQaries of theſe times, who yet ſeeme as men un 
der ſanfuary , finding nothing done unto them, for the hit 
dring of theſe milchietes, or the puniſhozent of theſe eng: 
mities. God hath done great things for us, and hath (hey 
cd us great Salvation as at this day, then woe bee to wi 
theſe bee our returnes for ſo great bleflings., Truſty a 
Right Worthy Patriots, wee know not whither to goei 
ahefe our ſad diſtempers , but unto yeu whom God and ti 
Kingdome hath betruited with what is moſt pretious unto ki 
and deareſt unto us , theproteCtion of Religion, the preſerriy 
of it in Do&cine pure, and in diſcipline from contempt ai 
ſcorne, is that for which above all things elſe wee beſed 
your Honours againeand againe. Here wee would lay the rl 
of our deliresand expreſſc theurgency of our affeftions, V: 
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thinke wee can never ſay enough for our God, and forhis 
Truth : What are oureſtates, Our liberties , our lives unto us, 
if the Arke of Gad bee taken ? it that bee gone, the glory, yea 
the life of our lives is departed from England, Wee tremble to 


| thinke, if a remedy bee nor fuddenly applyed, what will bee the 


ifſac of theſe things. Wherefore our humble deſires are renew- 
edto your Honours, That you would bee pleaſedto give Autho- 
rity to ſuppreſle all ſuch from publike Preachiug, as have not 
duely been Ocdained, whereby their gifts for the Miniftery,and 
their ſoundnefle in the Faith might beevinced: As allo,feparate 
Congregations,the very nurſeries of all damnable Herefies:That 
an Ordinance be made tor ſome exemplary puniſhment to be in- 
fied upon Heretiques and Schiſmaticks, that your utter diſlike 
of them and their proccedings may be maniteſt to all the world, 
which had been made long lince to appeare by a well-fetled Re- 
formation, had not his Majeſty denyed his conſent ro the Bill 
for the Aſſembly , ſo often preſented to him by both Houſes, 
according to your own Declaration in anſiwer to his Majetties of 
the 23 of Oftober, 1642. 

And that all Godly and Orthodox Miniſters who Jabour in 
Gods husbandry, may haveencouragement, ſome courſe being 
thought upon in your wiſedomes fer their competent main- 
tenance, theLord kaving ſo ordained that they which preach 
the Goſpell, ſhould live of the Goſpel: fo ſhall Religion flouriſh, 
thewrath of God be averted,the lips of the juſt ſhal bleſſe you,and 
agracious recompence of reward from Gods moſt bounteous 
hand ſhall ſurely waite upon you. 

And foraſmuch as the welfare and ſafety of this Kingdome 
doth next under God in the preſervation of true Religion, 
depend upon the fundamentall Conftitutions of the ſame, and 
the maintenance thereof, which fundamentall Conſtitutions ds 
moſt eminently appeare in the calling of that great Councell 


the Parliament, and in ecle&ing of Members for the ſame, where- 


in mo conſpicuouſly doth ſhine the Liberty and Property of 

the Subje&, here wee can doe no lefſe, then make it our hearty 

prayer unto your Honours, that you would bepleaſed to give 

ri& order, that writs for a free _— without delay _ 
3 
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be iffued to all places, where Knights and Burgeſs for Parlja- 
ment are yetto becholen; and to provide that the people bee 
not prejudiced in their free choice, cither by force, feare, letters, 
promiſes, or {ollicitations ofany : that the Subj:&s liberties 
being defended and preſerved, they may be encouraged and ber- 
ecr enabled to ſerve your Honours and the Publike. 

IVY. And herewe not omitto hintunto your Honours, the 
exorbitant praices of many Committees and Committee men, 
who have ſuch an influence by meanes of their Authority npon 
the people, they being art their wills, and in their power to doe 
them adiſpleaſure, that they dare not do otherwiſe then obey 
their unlawfull Commands, without the inevitable hazard of 
their peace and ſafery; through which meanes tyranny is exer- 
ciſed by one fellow ſubjz& upon another, and juſtice and equity 
' cannotenter: The cries of all ſorts of people throughout the 
land are growne ſo loud againſt the people of this vocation and 
profeſſion, by reaſon of thoſe g:i:zvou3 oppreſſions that are con- 
tinually a&ed by them, that in tenderneſle of affetion towards 
our brethren, not being ignorant or inſenſible of our owne ſat- 
ferings in this kinde, an the great diſhonour accruing to the 
Parliament thereby, that we cannot butbeearneſt ſuitors to your 
mercy and juſtice that ſuch may be diſſolved, | 


V, The God of your ſalvation through the timons helpe of 


his willing p:ople hath now expelled your adverſaries, and 
brought us late through the Red-ſea of our feares and troubles, 


to the borders of that ſweet Canz 2 of our defired peace; ang | 
what now remaines, moſt worthy Patriots, but that jn thank-. 


tulneſſe to God for his mercy,and in grateful acknowledgement 
of the loving affeQions of his people in their ſo cheerefull ad® 
ventures inthe Cauſe of God and the Kingdome, butthat the 
heavy yoakes ſhould be looſed,to which they ſo readily did ſub- 
mittheſr necks, nay deſired you to put upon them for your ſe- 
curity and the Kingdomes wealz? Whichwherefore is onr hum 
ble requeſt, that the enemies. being now ſubdued, the Armies 
may be disbanded, that the ſo much complained of oppreſſions 
by their meanes may be redreſſed, and taxes for their ſupport 
may be releaſed, and the Militia of the Kingdome ſettled: fo 


fhall. 


' 
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ſhall you make it appeare to the ſhame of ſſanderous tongues, 
that this warre hath not beene intended as a trade, but as a 
meanes of regaining cur lclt peace, and that you had no other 
deligne in proſecution of the ſame,then the ſecuring of our Re« 
ligion,Lawes and Liberties, ſo deſperately invaded by tyranni- 
call oppreſſors z and {hall indeare the aftetionsof this people 
toyou for your future aſſiſtance, when ina time of need their 
helpe ſhall be required, and they will become yours and the 
Kingdomes ſervants for ever. 

VI. And now ſince God hath hoſpen us in onr diſtrefſe, in 
will not be unacceptable ſervice unto him, that we ſhould put 
forth the bowells of our Compaſlionsto our diltreſſed brethren, 
as being the molt kindely fruits of Gods mercitull dealing with 
our ſelves; And what an objef is Ireland for this purpoſe? 
Moſt noble Senators, {ince God hath (hewen you mercy, in ſub- 
duing y our enemies here, let us be your earneſt Petitioners for 
gaſping, dying Ireland, in this their great extremity : for in 
thoughts of their calamities our bowells are cowled within us; 
never did their neceſſities call lowder to your mercy then now 
tixy doe. 

VII. And certainely one fingular meanes to -;.ure ſo great 
ableſſing, mult needes be the firme andeſtabliſhe union of theſe 
Kingdoms according to our Covenant: In which reſpe& we can=- 
not but with ſorrowtull and perplexed hearts,reſent the helliſh 
devices of malignant,fa&ious,and ſeditious ſpirits, who make it 
their daily praCtice,& ſurely would rqoyce in ic as their Maſter 
piece, if they could once effed ro divide theſe Kingdoms of Erg- 
land and Scotland, fo firmly conjoyned by a bleſſed,and we hope, 
everlaſting union. Therefore we returne againe unto your Jus 
tice, thataccording toour Covenant, condigne puniſhment 
may be inflited upon fuch firebrands, the greateſt enemies to 
Church and State, and that your Honours would readily apply 
all tendreft care in your molt faithfull and diligent endeavours 
for the preſervation of that happy union by ſolemne League of 


| theſerwo Kingdomes, which is ſo much theenvie of our ene- 


mies, the {trength and glory of Great Britaine , and the greateſt 
lcurity of our Religion,peaceand proſperitys& - 
VIII. And 


& 

VIII, And whereas as 24 of the Almighty hath 6 
eminently appeared o1: your fide, that your enemies are falne 
under yow, and hath given the troublers of yours and the King. 
domes peace into your hands: Weedoebeleech that according 
to the ſeverall qualities of their Delinquencies , your Tuttice 
may goe forth againſt them rith ſpeedy execution. And with. 
all, that now you would bee ſo mindefull of your great ingape. 
ments, in the full and effe&uall diſcharge of the Kingdomey 
debts (who have ſhewed themſelves ſuch tree Contributers, and 
alſo have been ſuch extreme ſufferers. for your alliſtance in the 
Kingdomes cauſeJas to provide that a fairhfull improvement of 
the eſtates of thelenotorious enemies of the Kingdome may he 
made by a right converſion of thera unto publick- ule. And thar 
| thoſe (treams of wealth, which daily are flowing in by Compoſt 
tigns of Delinquents, may according to your ſolemne promiſe 
runne in the right channell, and returne back into that Ocean 
whence at your defire they did fo freely iflue forth, 

And whereas in your Wiſdomes, your Honours have made 
fo good proviſton,that men of eſtates and fortunes in the world, 


may bee repayed their disburſements __ the loane of ſo much. 


more, as in your Ordinance for the ſale of Biſhops Lands doth 
more fally appeare: Wee doe intreat that you would pleaſe 
to take into yourfurther conſideration thoſe well-affe&ed per» 
ſons who have o freely and fully laid out themſelves, as that 
they havenot been able to make that addition required in the 
_ aforeſaid Qrdinance;but muſt now be forced for the relief of their 
great neceſſities, to ſell at great loffe,their very principal lent up- 
on the publick Faith, totheir great $&ſcouragement and diſcon- 
tent,which wee teare may prove no ſma[l impediment to your 
fature affiſtance,if need thereof ſhould be, unleſſe remedy herein 
fhall by your Honours be provided, 

I X. And for protections wee neede ſay little, ſo much 
having beene ſaid betore in our Remonſtrance, that wee hope 
your Honours are ſo ſcnfible of the ſufferings of thoſe Credi- 
tors who have great ſummes of money owing by ſome of your 
Members, and of the injuſtice of thoſe among them, that have 
kRates to fatisfic their ingagemenrs, yetrwill not, bur ſtand 

Upen 
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| gpon their. priviledge, as there needs .uo other argument ts 


move your Hono1cs to do: us jultice in this bzhalte. 

XX And becauſe wee are obliged to indeavour the 
preſervation of the Liberties ot' the Kingdome', therefore 
that wee may performe our engagements as to God and you, ſo 
likewiſe to the Subjefts of the Kingdome, whole ſufferings in 
watcers that concerne their Rights are our owne;! wee hold our 
ſelves bound, in all humility, to ſignifie unto ,your Honours, 
that contrary to the Rights and Liberties of the; Subjefts, - on 
Friday evening the 4. ot this inſtant morneth, !there was an il- 
legal Warrant, figned 'by 'Sir Villiam- Strickland, terved upon 
three of our fellow Sub;efts, and fellow Gitizens, by name 
Patrick Bamford, Nicholas Widmerpoole, V alputine Fyge,to bee taken 
into caltody and committed to a Serjeanc at Armes;which thing 
was allo done contrary to the Ocder of that Honourable Houſe, 
a3 by ſome of the Committee themielves was acknowledged. 
Wheretore wee doe humblypray, thatthe aforeſaid Warrant 
with the manner of its iſſuing forth, may bee taken into your 
ſeridus con(1deration for the vindication of the Honour of the 
Parliament, which is herein ſo much concerned, and mainte- 
nance ot tie Subjefts Liberty, bt) make ſuch reparations t'> 
the perſons wronged as miay ſtand with juſtice, and in your 
wiicdomes ſhall ſc-me fit. 

And now renowned Worthies,weetru't that in your wonted 
goodnelle, you will not entertain? any miſconceptions of us, 
tor that wee have endeavourcd to bce a little more patheticke 
and preſſing in our phraſe of ſpeech then heretofore 3 but thav 
in your wiiedomes you will throughly weigh ouc fearcs and 
forrows with our prefling burdens, which have even forced us 
a3againlt onr wills to thele exorellions; and thatlooking upon 
thelincere afte&ions of your Petitioners you will pleaſe to make 
ſ benigne an interpretation of what wee have herereprefented 
in the urgency of our affiifted ſpirits, as not to thinks wee 
had the Jeaſt aime to retiet upon the Honour of this famous 
Parliament: but that the ſenſe of our miferies in our approa- 
ching dangers might fand more conſpicuouily before your 
res, ad as by the moſt forcible argument wee could thinke 

C' q upon 
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upon, eFeftually to move your Honours ( the great Phyfi« - | 
tians of our Church ard State) to apply your mcft ſeas ©: 
ſonable and ſpeedy helpe. The Glory of God, the ſafery * 
of onr Religion and Liberties, and the Kingdomes welfare, 4: 
'that wee levell at in this cur uncertaking,If through your fh= 
yourable acceptation of theſe our humble addrefſes wee may. 
obtaine the ſecurity of theſe, wee have our utmoſt aime ; And: 
you ſhall bee called the Repairers of the breaches, the Reſto 

rers of paths to dwell in,you ſhall raiſe monuments of your eters 
nall praiſes, the Churches of God ſhall call yon bleſſed, ah 
. youſhall for (ever engage usnot to thinke our eſtates or lives th6 


deare to ſerve your Honours and the Publique fo Jong as wh 
have breath and being. 
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